A Study in Hebrews




           Dr. Stephen P. Struikmans

A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES

24. “Submitting to the Shepherd Through Shepherds!”

Scripture:  Hebrews 13:17 - 25

Theme:  “To follow Jesus includes submitting to being led!                   

Introduction
With this lesson, we conclude our study of this powerful, dynamic letter written to Hebrew Christians facing controversial times. These last few verses are an appropriate exhortation with which to close. The writer has laid the basics on which to build a confident faith in Jesus. He has shown that Jesus is a superior revelation of God, a superior High Priest to mediate between a Holy and sinful man, a better covenant resting on God’s grace. 
Nothing in this letter suggests that the old way was wrong. As a system instituted by God was good, it was good. But the old way was temporary; it foreshadowed what was to come. When the new came, it mirrored what was promised, the reality replaced the shadows. The True High Priest, Jesus Christ, has taken His seat in Heaven. A single sacrifice replaced the endless repetition and the promise of perfection had now become a present possibility.
With these exhortations spelled out, the writer closes with one last challenge. His focus centers on Church leaders. His appeal is a necessary one, especially during these controversial and difficult times. When one’s feelings and emotions tend to dictate behavior, it takes good, honorable Christian leadership to help set the example, to remind people of God’s big picture, and to present the challenge of how to live the Christian faith responsibly.

The writer’s final call to God’s people is to develop an attitude that is open to the guidance and persuasion of their church leaders. “Let yourself be led by Godly men and women, as you travel the “Jesus Road” – together,” is His final appeal.

Here are three considerations to follow with regard to God appointed leadership:

I. Recognize Your Leaders
1. What three challenges does the writer set before his readers with regard to spiritual leadership? (Heb. 13:7).
· What would be the primary content of the “Word of God” that they spoke?      (I Cor. 15:3 – 5; John 3:3; 1:12 – 13).

2. What character qualities ought we to look for in spiritual leadership?              (Gal. 5:22 – 23; Phil. 2:3 – 5; I Pt. 5:2 – 3).

3. In Matthew 15:8 – 9, what are marks of wrong leadership in churches?

4. The Apostle Paul also gives instructions regarding spiritual leadership. What kind of Leaders does he warn against? (ITim. 1:6 – 7; 6:3 – 5).

· How does Peter describe such teachers? (2Pt. 2:1 – 3).

5. What all important characteristics does Paul write to Timothy regarding church leaders that should be apparent even today? (2Tim. 3:14 – 17).
6. From this section, what criteria would you look for in a church leader that you would “remember,” “consider,” and “imitate?”
II. Respond to your leaders?
1. How ought church members to respond to their church leaders?                   (13:17; II Tim 2:1 – 2).
· How would you define these words?
· In light of Luke 22:24 – 27, how ought church leaders to regard their role?
2. From this passage (Heb. 13:17), what is the responsibility of a church leader?
·  How does the Apostle Paul further describe the role of Elders to the Ephesian Christians? (Acts 20:28, 31 – 32).
3. What further insight does 13:17 give that should cause church leaders to take their role seriously? (Ja. 3:1).
4. On what goals should church leaders be focused for those they lead and their church? (Gal. 4:19; Eph. 4:11 – 14).
5. What added encouragement does the writer give his readers to respond positively to their leaders? (13:17).
· What do you suppose he’s thinking of by stating: “that would be of no advantage to you?”
6. How should church people remember their church leaders? (13:18 – 19).
III. Regard the Lord Over All
1. As the writer has asked his leaders to pray for their leaders, who does he now address in a prayer for them? (13:20).
· How is God, the God of peace?                                                                   (Rom 5:1; Eph. 2:14 – 15; 2 Thes. 3:16; Phil. 4:7).
2. How does the writer describe Jesus? (13:20)
· Compare verse 20 with John 10:10 – 18. What has Jesus done to be called the Great Shepherd of the sheep?
3. What does the writer pray for in behalf of his readers? (13:21)
· What two things must happen in a believer’s life if he is to grow spiritually? (Phil. 2:13; Titus 3:5 – 6).
4. What is the personal message with which the letter closes? (3:22 – 25).
5. How would you describe the kind of Christian life discussed in this chapter?   (13:1 – 25).
· What are some specific areas which you feel needs to be better emphasized in your life today?
Application

1. Reflect again on 13:20, 21. How can you rewrite this prayer to make it personal for you?

2. What is God teaching you about how you are to respond to God-appointed church leaders?
